3*8     THK MKMOJRS OK COUNT WTTTE
ing in double lilr. Then came tlu> clergymen and the funeral
carriage. In passing a line of Cavalry Guards on Nevski
Prospect, 1 was anu/nl to hear u (Juard officer give the
following word of cowmaiui: "Head to the right" (Le
in the direction of the approaching funeral carriage); "look
more cheerful!" Turning to a (Jenenil who happened to
he nearby, I inquired who was that fool "Count Trepov,
squadron comma nder, a smart officer," came the reply.
Trepov began his political career as Chief of Police of
Moscow, under (tnind Duke Sergey Alcxandrovich, Gov-
ernor-CJeneral of the same city.   I le owed his promotion to
his superior's wife, tIrani! Duchess KU/abcth Fyodorovna,
a worthy uiul very unhappy woman, who after the terrible
death of her husband (he was assassinated by terrorists)
was naturally inclined to ho well disposed toward hb close
collaborator.    The Grand  Duchess succeeded in winning
over to Trepov's side her sister, Krnpress Alexandra, which
naturally meant also the Kwperor,    Trepov was also a
protege of Baron I'Ycderieh,   In the simplicity of hi&rnind,
the Baron sincerely believed that a plucky Cavalry Guard
like General Trepov was just the man to impose discipline
not alone upon the actions but also the very thoughts of the
Russian people. Besides, General Mosolov, married to Tre-
pov's sister, was director of the Baron's chancery, and it
must be said that he never failed to take advantage of an
occasion to present Trepov's actions and intentions to his
superior in the best light   As far as independent judgment
goes, the Baron himself was altogether below criticism. He
found it hard to grasp plain facts, let alone a chain of
reasoning.   His assistants used to coach him like a school-
boy each time he had to report to His Majesty.   Trepov
also had a powerful friend at the Court in the person of
Prince Orlov, Her Majesty's intimate collaborator and
favourite.
During the revolutionary days General Trepov became a